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I. General characteristics and professional biography 
Svetoslava Yordanova Haynova was born on May 21, 1980. In 2003 she 

graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Social Pedagogy from the "Konstantin 
Preslavsky" University of Shumen and in 2016 with a Master's degree in Social- 
Pedagogical Counseling. 

In the period from 2008 to the present she has acquired professional 
experience as a teacher, social worker, mediator and риЫiс educator. 

Since 2018 she has been Chief Specialist at the Students Office, Chief 
Specialist in the Candidate Student Campaign and Chief Coordinator at the 
Faculty of Technical Sciences. Since 1и1у 2, 2018 she is a fu11-time doctoral 
student in the doctoral program Social Pedagogy. By order of the Rector of 
Shumen University № RD-10-100 / 23.02.2022 her PhD studies period has 
expired while the PhD candidate preserves the right to defend the dissertation. 

II. General description of the submitted works 
Svetoslava Yordanova Haynova presented a dissertation on "Foster care 

- one of the ways for deinstitutionalization of children at risk in Shumen 
district", author's summary of the dissertation, 3(three) puЫications related to 
the topic of the dissertation. 

III. General characteristics 
The dissertation submitted for review in structural terms consists of an 

introduction, three chapters, conclusion, references and appendices. The 
dissertation consists of 211 pages. 93 sources are cited in the references, of 
which 63 in Bulgarian, 5 in English, 11 in Russian, 14 Internet sites. 



The introduction emphasizes the topicality of the problem, the need to 
develop this issue, and focuses on - foster care for children temporarily removed 
from the family, as we11 as alcohol or drug addiction, physical, mental and 
sexual abuse of the child, neglect, abandonment. Foster care, as a form of 
protection of children who are temporarily or permanently deprived of parental 
care that епаЫеs the child to grow up in a family environment and continue to 
receive such care, has been studied and re-examined. 

The introduction defines the significance and relevance of the chosen 
topic, the object and subject of the research, goals, objectives and hypothesis. 
The methods used in the research are also described. 

The first chapter examines and analyzes the world practices in the field 
of foster care. Based on this analysis, "good" practices appropriate to our 
conditions and times have been identified. 

The second chapter retrospectively examines the development of foster 
care in Bulgaria since it has been first introduced. The focus in this chapter of 
this dissertation is on the development of foster care in Shumen district. An 
analysis of the current state of this service has been made and, along with the 
advantages, some shortcomings that are significant for the current dissertation 
research have been identified. 

Based on the analysis of the previous two chapters, a research experiment 
based on a survey has been conducted in the third chapter. The questions in 
this survey are focused on the three main proЫems of foster care - awareness of 
the participants, adequacy of the methodology and optimal efficiency of the 
structure offering this service. 136 реорlе from the target groups in Shumen 
district were interviewed - approved foster parents, deleted foster parents and 
specialists participating in the foster care process. An analysis of the results 
obtained from the survey has been made and the main proЫems of foster care in 
Shumen district have been defined. Solutions have been proposed that would 
improve the service, and they are, to some extent, based on good practices taken 
from respective models realized abroad, but for the most part, according to the 
author, they are innovative and in line with the real conditions. 

In conclusion, Svetoslava Hainova describes what has been done in the 
dissertation, formulating, based on the recommendations set out in the third 
chapter, the main contributions to knowledge of the dissertation. 

IV. Teaching activity 
During her doctoral studies and during her overall professional experience, 

Svetoslava Hainova has gained experience in scientific and applied activities 
with scientists and students. She has acquired skills for analyzing and 
implementing guidance; skills and competencies for persuasion and negotiation, 
skills and competencies necessary for transforming ideas into action. 



V. Evaluation of the main scientific contributions 
A thorough analysis of the good practices in foster care in developed 

countries has been made, those that are аррliсаЫе to the conditions in Bulgaria 
have been identified and proposals for changing the foster care process have 
been made on their basis. 

➢ The state of foster care in Bulgaria and in particular in Shumen district 
has been analyzed, the weaknesses in the current legislation have been 
pointed out and the guidelines for conducting a survey have been 
determined. 

➢ Author's questionnaires have been created, on the basis of which a study 
on the state of foster care in Shumen District has been conducted. 

➢ It has been proposed to change the information campaigns for foster care 
in order to better inform the риЫiс and increase the support and 
understanding of foster care in the community. 

➢ Improvements to the "Methodology of 
the terms and conditions of provision of the foster care social service" 
have been proposed via increasing the number of upgrading and support 
trainings, counseling groups, mutual aid groups, supervision and 
specialized trainings for children with disabilities, as we11 as for children 
with anti-social behavior. 

➢ Changes in the foster care process during the separation stage have been 
proposed. Mandatory training for the preparation of foster parents. 

➢ A change in the structure of the provider organization offering the foster 
care service is proposed, by adding a new unit - regional coordinator, in 
order to improve the quality and monitoring of foster care. 

➢ A job description has been developed for the newly proposed position in 
order to coordinate and organize the activities of the regional teams of 
foster care on a regional basis. 

The dissertation paper, author's dissertation summary and 3 papers 
presented for review are related to the topic of the dissertation in terms of 
content and represent the interests of Svetoslava Haynova in the respective 
scientific field.The language and style of the author are at the required academic 
1eve1. The number of puЫications indicates that the current topics the 
dissertation addresses have become риЫiс among the academic community. The 
author's summary of the dissertation meets the requirements of the Law for the 
development of the academic staff and is structured according to the studied 
concepts. It thoroughly and adequately reflects the content of the dissertation. It 
also correctly presents the scientific results and contributions of the research. 

The list of the author's puЫications shows that the entire research process 
has been given the necessary puЫicity regarding the proЫems addressed, which 
has allowed the academic community to get acquainted with the achievements 
of the author and express their attitude to them. 



The scientific contributions of the doctoral student reveal the essence of 
the socio-pedagogical activity in the the social system bases. 

VI. PuЫications 

The topicality and significance of the doctoral student's scientific 
contributions are indisputaЫe in my opinion due to the fact that most of them 
have been puЫished in specialiтed journals. 

The dissertation and the author's summary of the dissertation proposed 
1ог review, as we11 as the puЫications on the topic ofthe dissertation represent a 
theoretical contribution and can be used by a wide range of students, lecturers 
and specialists working in the field of socio-pedagogical activities. 

An important contribution to the characteristics of Svetoslava Haynova 
is the experience gained in the educational system, which gives her the 
орроl•tunity to get acquainted with a number of proЫems and other activities in 
the sphere of the education in the municipality. 

ГONCI.USION 

13ased on the abovementioned information, Svetoslava I-laynova's 
dissertation fu11y meets the requirements to be awarded the educational and 
scientific degree "Doctoз . 

Due to al1 this, ту asscssment of the work of doctoral student Svetoslava 
Yordanova Haynova is POSITIVF:. 

The achieved scientific results give me grounds to гесоттепд to the 
estcemed Scientific lury to give a positive assessment and to propose to the 
Faculty Council of the Faculty of I:ducation at "Konstantin Preslavsky" 
University of Shumen to award the scientific and educational degree "Doctor" to 
Svetoslava Yordanova Haynova, a doctoral student in full-time course of 
studies at "Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen, Faculty of Education 
in "Social Pedagogy" doctoral program within professional field 1.2 Pedagogy, 
higher cducation fi eld 1 . Pedagogical Sciences at the Department of Social 
Pcdagogy and Specia1 Necds 1:;ducation of the "Konstantin Preslavsky" 
Un1ve1•S1ty of 5hL1111e1i 

04.03.2022 
Shumen Author of the statement:  - ? 

(Assoc. Prof. B. Takvoryan-Solakyan, PhD) 


